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Welcome to year three at Commons. In some ways, 
it’s hard to believe it’s already been two years since we 
launched. In other ways, it’s hard to imagine that our 
story so far has been packed into two short years.

We’ve added more Sunday services to help create 
more space and we’ve invested in new staff so that 
we can better invest in our families and begin to 
prepare for more locations. It’s an exciting time for our 
community.

First, on the family side, we’re thrilled with the work 
that’s been put into our kids area. New classrooms, 
more volunteers, and a new focused curriculum 
that will sync up with this journal at key moments 
throughout the year. It’s great. We’re also beginning 
to invest in youth events and home churches with the 
hope of  creating new community and connections for 
that growing segment of  families. 

Second, this is the year we push forward with an 
aggressive plan to plant a new parish only two years 
after launching Commons. We are looking at new 
neighbourhoods and building the parish team that will 
dive back into the start-up frenzy that made Commons 
such a magnetic experience. If  something inside of  
you jumps at the idea of  the entrepreneurial this might 
be for you.

Finally, with everything happening in and around 
the community we want to keep ourselves focused 
on the simplicity of  our vision. Intellectually honest, 
spiritually passionate, with Jesus at the centre. There 
will always be lots of  good things to try, but we’re 
focused on keeping the vision God gave us in view, 
with Jesus always at the centre of  our imagination. 

See you Sunday
Jeremy 
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An enemy is merely a person 
whose story we have not yet 

heard. 
– Quaker proverb 

We talk about ourselves as “an 
intellectually honest, spiritually 
passionate community that takes 
Jesus seriously.” This simple 
phrase encompasses three of  the 
commitments we feel are central 
to the identity of  Commons 
Church. 

Intellectually Honest

Everybody lives by a script. 
Everybody is shaped by a story. 
We are a local Christian church, 
rooted in our time, place and 
culture, but—in identifying as a 
church—we have also embraced 
our connection to the historic 
faith that comes to us through 
“The Church”. This is why the 
Bible and the sacraments must sit 
at the centre of  our communal 
engagement. 

We believe that to truly honour 
our place in the story, while at 
the same time rooting ourselves 
in the tradition of  the church, we 
must actively engage the ongoing 
dialogue of  faith. For us, treating 
the Bible with dignity means 
doing the rigorous theological 
work of  bringing the scriptures 
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into conversation with our time and place. Hard 
questions, apparent paradox, and our essential 
inability to completely comprehend the divine are all 
part of  the journey of  faith.

We want to speak directly to those who are interested 
in Jesus but believe the church has retreated into an 
anti-intellectual posture. We want to embrace those 
who are interested in Jesus but believe the church has 
been too slow to adapt to changing social constructs. 
We want to welcome those who are interested in 
Jesus but are struggling to understand how to read, 
interpret and trust the Bible in honest ways.

Spiritually Passionate 

We recognize a need to rediscover the beautiful, 
dangerous, compelling idea that a group of  people 
surrendered to Christ as Lord, and living in 
community together, really can transform society. 
God does not want to save us from the world, but 
rather calls us into his world where the lonely are 
invited into family and the isolated brought into 
community. 

In that light, believing deeply that we can do more 
together than we can do alone, we are always looking 
for ways for our lives to intersect grace. This life 
together can mean a multitude of  things: hospitality, 
listening, serving, announcing the Kingdom, or 
simply pointing out where Jesus is present in our 
neighbourhoods— but it starts with the confidence 
that God is doing something in our place. 

We embrace the pietist roots at the foundation of  our 
tradition and celebrate the immediacy and intimacy 
of  God as Spirit in our hearts and homes.
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Jesus At The Centre

In Jesus, we see God most clearly. There is no 
deus absconditus (hidden God) that sits behind the 
incarnated word that walked through ancient 
Palestine. Therefore we embrace the peaceable way 
of  Jesus as the starting point for our theological 
reflection. 

This commitment to peace is not passive however, it 
is an active posture of  peacemaking in our thoughts 
and prayers—our relationships and neighbourhoods. 
This is grace most evident in the world. Our careers 
and creativity, our families and our friendships, our 
resources and our talent–all of  these–are part of  
how we join God in his renewal project. We believe 
that our work, our purchases, our politics and our 
conversations, must breathe with the peace of  God. 

“What if… God truly is completely Christlike? 
What if His love is more generous, his Cross more 

powerful, and his gospel more beautiful than 
we’ve dared to imagine? What if our clearest 

image of God is the self-giving, radically forgiving, 
co-suffering love revealed on the Cross? What if 

we had a more Christlike God?” – Brad Jersak

That’s our imagination as a church. To become 
a community that looks like Jesus, so that we can 
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serve a God who looks like Jesus, and prepare to 
participate in a kingdom that reflects what we see in 
Jesus. 

Our Mission

With these central ideas in mind, we have a 
conviction that the Creator God is at work to heal 
and remake the whole world through the person 
of  Jesus Christ and the work of  the Spirit. Our 
mission then, is to join with God in the renewal of  all 
things— agents of  reconciliation in our homes, our 
neighbourhoods, our careers, and our city through 
the work of  God in us.

Second Sunday

There are always new people coming through the 
doors of  Commons for their first Sunday with us. 
Perhaps, that’s you. If  so, we would love to get to 
know you, hear a bit of  your story, and share a bit of  
ours with you. There are all kinds of  informal ways 
to do this but one of  the new initiatives we’ve added 
this year is called Second Sunday. 

Second Sunday happens on the second Sunday 
of  every month during the sermon. Come join us 
for worship and then meet with us after the coffee 
break. There, some of  the team will introduce 
themselves, give you some basic information about 
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Commons, and help you find the right next steps to 
get connected. We’d also love to hear a bit of  your 
story as well.

Commons History

Established 2014
We launched our new community in September 2014 
out of  the roots of  the Evangelical Covenant Church 
in Calgary and the excitement of  a new church plant 
here in the city. We chose the name Commons Church 
to indicate our commitment to the shared life of  our 
neighbourhood. We believe God is invested in the 
renewal of  all things therefore we want to live that 
“Good News” by being part of  the rhythms of  our city 
as good neighbours, good friends, and good citizens in 
the common life of  Kensington.

“Our ideal is to be a church in which Christ is 
honoured through a fellowship of liberty and unity 
of love. Within a framework of basic Christianity, 
doctoral variations are not to divide the church. 

The right of every believer to his own position is to 
be respected.”

– from the ideals of Scandinavian Mission Church 
in Calgary founded in 1911 and which would 

eventually merge into the launch of Commons 
Church in 2014
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If  you’re interested in the historical roots of  our 
community check out the article at commons.
church/history

Our Approach

We are a centred set (vs bounded set) community, 
where what we hold together at the centre is more 
important to us than the distinctive elements that 
separate us from each other or other Christian 
expressions.

When new members join our church, they are asked 
some simple questions: “Do you confess Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour and commit to follow him as Lord?” 
and “Do you accept the Scriptures, the Old and New 
Testaments, as the word of  God and the rule for 
faith, doctrine, and conduct?” They are then asked if  
they intend to live as faithful followers of  Christ and 
members of  the church.

That’s all. That is enough.

But on another level, of  course, the answer is a 
good deal more complex. While our Church and 
denomination does not require adherence to any 
written creed, we take our theology very seriously, 
and our history as well. We are a Reformation 
church, a part of  the Church universal, and an 
evangelical church. In that heritage, we share certain 
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central beliefs, which draw us together in faith and 
fellowship and make possible a freedom among us on 
more widely ranging issues.
We describe those central beliefs as “affirmations.” 
We hope that as you read these affirmations you will 
find yourself  identifying with them in your own faith 
experience. If  they raise questions for you, we would 
love to sit down for a coffee and talk.

Affirmations

The Evangelical Covenant Church seeks to form 
and nurture communities that are deeply committed 
to Jesus Christ and passionately engaged in Christ’s 
mission in the world. The purpose of  Covenant 
affirmations is to make clear the values and principles 
that have guided the Evangelical Covenant Church 
since its founding in 1885.

For Covenant people, our essential beliefs are 
summed up in what we call Covenant Affirmations:

We affirm the centrality of  the word of  God.
We affirm the necessity of  the new birth.
We affirm a commitment to the whole mission of  the 
church.
We affirm the church as a fellowship of  believers.
We affirm a conscious dependence on the Holy 
Spirit.
We affirm the reality of  freedom in Christ.
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Denomination

The Evangelical Covenant Church is a rapidly 
growing multi-ethnic denomination in the United 
States and Canada with ministries on five continents 
of  the world. Founded in 1885 by Swedish 
immigrants, the ECC values the Bible as the word 
of  God, the gift of  God’s grace and ever-deepening 
spiritual life that comes through a faith with Jesus 
Christ, the importance of  extending God’s love and 
compassion to a hurting world, and the strength that 
comes from unity within diversity.

The Evangelical Covenant Church is:

Evangelical, but not exclusive
Biblical, but not doctrinaire
Traditional, but not rigid
Congregational, but not independent

Adapted from www.covchurch.org/who-we-are/
beliefs/

Membership

We are all part of  community the moment we 
walk in the door and choose to be part of  the 
conversation. However, at an organizational level, 
membership is needed in order to help make 
collective decisions and provide proper accountability 
and support for our leadership. 

As a congregational church we believe that the 
community is the church and so formal membership 
is the organizational structure that helps us to express 
that. Members help to elect our leadership team and 
approve the major financial decisions of  the church. 

If  you have a personal commitment to Jesus, and 
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Commons is the place you are coming to call home, 
then we invite you to take our membership class. 
Here you’ll learn some of  the history that sits behind 
Commons and the commitments we have made 
together as a community. It happens on the last 
Sunday of  every month during the service. Sign up at 
commons.church/about

Eucharist

We celebrate the eucharist regularly at Commons and 
we practice an open table. That means that when we 
serve the Lord’s Supper (sometimes called the Eucharist 
or communion), the only requirement for participation 
is a personal faith and commitment to Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour. If  this is true for you, we are 
privileged to serve you the meal, and to eat in Christian 
fellowship with you. 

Perhaps you might be drawn to the following prayer as 
you think about your experience. 

A Prayer of  Openness: 
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. I 
am an open seeker, willing to follow the truth where it 
leads. I want a mind that is better able to understand 
your words as I sort through them; and I want a heart 
that is willing to embrace the truth as it really is. If  you 
are who you say you are: guide me, teach me, and lead 
me. 
Amen. 

Baptism

Baptisms are some of  our favourite moments here at 
Commons. Several times a year we hold baptismal 
services on a Sunday. These services celebrate with 
those who seek to make a public profession of  faith, 
remind those who previously have been baptized of  
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their own baptism, and recommit our support of  each 
other as we live faith personally within community.

Preparatory classes are offered to help us understand 
the significance of  this sacrament and children are 
welcome to participate as parents deem appropriate. 
baptism@commons.church

Kids

We love the vibrancy, the noise, the hope and the 
passion children bring to a body of  believers. We 
want our children to be “seen and heard” here. Our 
deepest desire is that Commons would be a home 
for people from all walks of  life and all ages; and we 
want the children to feel as loved, accepted, involved 
and known, as anyone else who walks through our 
doors. This is the way Jesus said it should be. That’s 
why children are invited to join us during worship 
and participate as parents feel is appropriate.

We also have a nursery room with a live video feed 
of  the service where you can stay with your child or 
drop them off with our volunteers during the sermon. 
Finally, fully staffed kids classrooms for Toddlers, Pre 
School and Grades K-6 open after the music every 
Sunday morning.
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Check Ins
In order to ensure the safety of  our kids we use 
Check Ins to ensure that only you can pick up your 
child. If  you’re visiting, one of  our volunteers can 
help you check in. If  you’ve checked in before, just 
type your phone number in on the iPad near the 
Connection Area upstairs or by the doors to the 
children’s area downstairs and it will print you a drop 
off tag.

Infant Baptism and Child Dedication
In bringing your child to the community of  faith to be 
either baptized or dedicated, you are acknowledging 
your desire and the child’s need for the gathered 
church to help children come to faith and to grow in 
faith throughout their lives. Baptism and dedication 
are similar, but not the same. Baptism is a sacrament 
that looks forward to God’s searching, seeking and 
finding us. Dedication is a practice developed in 
relation to believer baptism and points to the parent’s 
commitment to raise their child in a way that teaches 
of  God’s love.

When parents bring their child for baptism, they 
acknowledge in the sacrament, God’s promise and the 
unmerited gift of  God’s redeeming grace. Its emphasis 
is not on our response, but on what God has already 
graciously done for us through Jesus Christ.
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Parents who dedicate their child look forward to the 
day when the child hears, believes, and is baptized. 
The believer who is baptized makes public, through 
immersion or sprinkling, the witness to this conversion 
and a pledge of  personal discipleship. The focus here 
is more on the believer’s conscious reception of  God’s 
grace.
At Commons Church we celebrate the historic 
diversity of  the body of  Christ and recognize both 
practices in our community.

Youth

As our community continues to grow and mature one 
of  the next big investments we are making is in our 
youth. We want our Jr. High and High School aged 
students to feel part of  the larger Sunday services, but 
we also recognize the unique need our youth have to 
connect with other students their age. This year we 
will be building a team to help us launch youth home 
churches and monthly youth events. Watch the website 
for details as they emerge this fall.

And if  you’re youth aged connect with us at  
youth@commons.church

Online

commons.church
We’ve tried to keep our website simple. 

All the programs, opportunities and ministries of  
our community have been organized there along 
with information about us and all of  our teaching 
resources. 

Check the site regularly for information on any 
upcoming events. 
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Social Media 
We update our social media channels daily and use 
them as a way to stay in touch so please jump online 
and follow us  
@commonschurch on Facebook/ Instagram/ 
YouTube/ Twitter.

Podcast + YouTube 
Missed a Sunday? No problem. 

You can listen to the audio from Commons anytime 
with our Podcast available in the iTunes Store or 
watch the video recorded from each service on our 
YouTube channel. 

Links available from our website www.commons.
church

Contribute 

The vast majority of  our funding comes from 
donations. We do not receive government funding for 
what we do. 

We don’t want to make giving an uncomfortable 
moment for anyone and so there are donation boxes 
at the back of  the room on Sunday but most of  our 
funding comes through automatic donation. If  you’d 
like to donate in this way there is a contribution 
enrolment form at the back of  this journal.

We don’t teach any specific measure of  giving at 
Commons but we believe God calls us to be generous 
with our community and with those in need. 

Our budget and quarterly financial reports are 
published publicly on our website. Online donations 
and automatic contribution enrolments can be made 
at www.commons.church/donate
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Creeds

When we stand up at church and say the Apostle’s 
or the Nicene Creed we are proclaiming that we’re 
part of  a long tradition, stretching back hundreds of  
years over which Christians have said these words, 
beginning with “I believe”.

Nicene Creed 
325 CE; revised at Constantinople 381 CE 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty; Maker 
of  heaven and earth, and of  all things visible and 
invisible. 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only begotten Son of  God,
Begotten of  the Father before all worlds; God of  
God, Light of  Light,
Very God of  Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of  one substance with the Father;
By whom all things were made;
Who, for us men and for our salvation, Came down 
from heaven,
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of  the Virgin 
Mary,
And was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
And the third day he rose again, 
According to the Scriptures;
And ascended into heaven,
And sitteth on the right hand of  the Father; And he 
shall come again, with glory,
To judge both the quick and the dead; Whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 
And we believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and 
Giver of  life;
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Who proceedeth from the Father [and the Son]; 
Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified;
Who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of  
sins;
And we look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the 
life of  the world to come. 
Amen. 

Apostles Creed 
third or fourth century CE; 

I believe in God the Father Almighty
Maker of  heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; Who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of  the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried;
He descended into Hell [lit., Hades];
The third day he rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father 
Almighty;
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of  saints;
the forgiveness of  sins;
the resurrection of  the body;
and the life everlasting.
Amen. 
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Team

JEREMY DUNCAN
lead pastor

BOBBI SALKELD
teaching

KEVIN BORST
worship arts

MARTIN CAMEJO
bookkeeping

JOEL BRAUN
home church

JEANNE NEW
all things kids

DEVON SCOTT
sunday evening

SCOTT WALL
commons 2.0

We have a great team
of staff and volunteer

leadership at Commons

ALICIA LEWIS
administration

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Justin du Plessix (ch)
Luke Krueger (vc)

Trudi Tiegrob (finance)
Stuart McGibbon (sec)

Scott Fisher
Marilyn Gjosund

Jess Lefebvre-Purschke
Kathleen McMurray

Sean Michael

Our Leadership Team 
(board) is elected by the 
community at our Annu-
al General Meeting. 

Team members serve 2 
year terms and can serve 
2 consecutive terms on 
the board before step-
ping off.

Our next AGM is scheduled for Wednesday March 
8, 2017.
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Our Next Steps

From day one, we had a vision for 
a network of  parish communities 
across the core of  the city. This is 
the year we move that vision front 
and centre. 

Scott Wall has joined our team 
and we are so excited to have 
him and Darlene and their 
family with us. Over this next 
year you’ll be getting to know 
Scott and Darlene, and they 
will be learning all about the 
Commons community. They’ll 
also be working to build a parish 
team that will help us launch a 
new location in 2017. We believe 
there are more people who need 
to hear the Jesus story and some 
of  those people need the unique 
approach that Commons brings 
to the conversation. 

This is an exciting step but it’s 
also a little scary. It means we 
need more musicians, more 
volunteers, and more financial 
contributors so that this initiative 
can get off the ground.

We would love to ask everyone 
at Commons to pray for this new 
initiative but if  this particular idea 
sparks something inside of  you, 
then we would love to talk more 
about it. Let us know  
nextsteps@commons.church
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I am a hole in a flute that Christ’s 
breath moves through – listen to 

this music.  
– Hafiz 

Church is more than sermons 
and information; it breathes 
in conversations as we invite 
each other deeply into our lives. 
Our gatherings are not meant 
to be a show or a monologue, 
but rather an interactive 
experience–a dialogue. Join in, 
share what you have and take 
a piece of  what others around 
you are offering. Our Sunday 
gatherings are an engaging and 
thoughtful experience, but it’s the 
connections we make that bring 
that experience to life.

Sunday

We work hard to make sure that 
every Sunday is a meaningful 
encounter with God, but our 
spiritual journey is often as 
much about the people who 
help us along the way. That’s 
why we want to create an 
environment “where nobody does 
God alone”. There are lots of  
opportunities to connect, from 
the coffee break we take every 
Sunday, to the volunteers who are 
ready to answer your questions in 
the connection centre. 
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As much as possible we want church to be a dialogue 
so if  you have any questions during the sermon feel 
free to text them to 587.400.0707 and we’ll do our 
best to respond. If  you’re new just text “hello” to that 
same number so we can start a conversation.

Community Events

There is always a lot happening in and around the 
community. Here are a few of  the events that happen 
regularly throughout the year.

Worship Nights
An extended space for our community to gather for 
singing, prayer, and to share communion together. 
We want to catch our spiritual breath, fill our lungs 
with hope and praise, and find ourselves renewed in 
the presence of  God. 
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Book Club
Every few months a bunch of  us gather at the church 
to share breakfast and conversation about a book 
we’ve read together. 

Women’s Brunch
Regularly throughout the year women from 
Commons gather for food and conversation. 
Sometimes we even add a clothing swap. 

Check our website for an up-to-date calendar of  
everything happening at commons.church

Dinner Party

There is a sacred place in the Jesus movement for 
the ‘stuff’ that happens around a dinner table.  It 
flows from the way Jesus lived and the practice of  
communion itself.  It’s also the setting in which 
existing relationships are enriched and new ones 
begin.

Our dinner party network is pretty simple: a chance 
to have a dinner and conversation with some 
people from the community. 6-8 of  us at someone’s 
house doing the very thing Jesus asked us to do in 
remembrance of  him.

We’ve designed this as a low commitment 
opportunity to go deeper than a Sunday sometimes 
allows. Think of  it this way: the worst case scenario, 
you get a free dinner, the best case, you make a new 
friend.
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In all affairs it’s a healthy thing 
now and then to hang a question 

mark on the things you have 
long taken for granted.  

–Bertrand Russell 

We believe that each of  us is 
to grow in our knowledge of  
God and his world, grow in our 
personal character and giftedness, 
and grow in the health and 
vitality of  our relational lives. 
We believe, in other words, that 
spiritual growth is a holistic and 
comprehensive vision for life. 
What begins in us as the love and 
life of  God, becomes, in time, 
knowledge and character and 
action. 

Home Church

We believe that church is about 
so much more than just coming 
and listening to someone with a 
microphone. Sundays are a great 
time for us all to come together 
and learn, but if  we leave it at 
that, we’re missing out on a lot. 

This is where Home Church 
comes in.

Home Church is what we call 
small groups at Commons. We 
call them that because they 
are at the very centre of  what 
we do here. A growing church 
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community is exciting but what really makes it special 
is when a core group of  people know your personal 
story. It’s about doing life together.

Whether it’s young families sharing what they’ve 
learned about raising kids, men helping each other 
become better husbands, or those new to Christianity 
asking questions from those farther along in the faith 
journey, Home Church is the place where we gather 
to ask questions, debate answers and metabolize what 
we’re learning from each other. In this way Home 
Churches meet throughout the city to pick up where 
Sundays leave off. 

If  you sign up, you will be contacted with some 
demographic questions, and then invited to meet 
with someone over coffee so we can get a better idea 
of  who you are in order to help you find a Home 
Church that fits best.

Interested in helping to host or lead a Home 
Church?

You can do this and we’ve got your back with 
training sessions designed to help build the skills 
necessary to lead well, and social gatherings focused 
on connection with other leaders, to facilitate peer 
support.

1. Groups Dynamics
A group of  strangers talking about life’s journey 
and how God intersects with that story can struggle 
to get to know one another at first. We’ll talk about 
the attitudes and skills necessary to bring a level of  
closeness to a group. 

2. Healthy Discussions
One of  the strengths of  the Home Church 
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experience is that we can share unique perspectives 
with each other. In fact, this is a significant part of  
how we grow. At the same time it can be difficult 
to balance keeping things on track with making 
everyone feel safe to share. We’ll talk about how 
to effectively facilitate dynamic and vibrant 
conversations within a group. 

3. Pastoral Hearts
As we see it, each of  our Home Church leaders are 
part of  pastoral care at Commons. We’ll talk about 
some simple pastoral skills to help us care for those in 
our groups. 

4. Theology Toolbox
When leading a Home Church sometimes questions 
come up that seem out of  our league. We’ll look at 
some basic theology so you feel confident walking 
through discussions within a group.

Backstory

A backstory is the history behind the story; the past 
behind the settings, characters, and events of  a main 
story. Backstory at Commons takes us into the history 
of  Christianity and the biblical texts to help us 
understand why and how we exist today. 

If  you are new to the Christian story or just looking 
to ground yourself  in the story of  God consider 
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joining us for this four week course. 

We will discuss:
1. the genres and themes of  the Hebrew Scriptures
2. the genres and themes of  the New Testament
3. the development of  the canon and modern biblical 
texts
4. basic theology focusing on views of  the atonement

Weekend University

This is a chance to gather together on a Saturday 
afternoon to learn from experts in fields related to 
ideas our church is exploring. 

This year we are planning three Weekend University 
events:

Fall 2016: Mental Health 
Our friends from the Collaborative Care Network 
will lead a presentation focused around raising 
awareness and getting help for depression and 
anxiety both for ourselves and those we love.

Winter 2017: Poverty 
Looking at the realities and opportunities for 
involvement with poverty in Calgary, and then 
shifting to focus on how our choices and political 
involvement can work to change systems to advocate 
for marginalized people on the global scale. 

Spring 2017: Interfaith Dialogue 
Join us as we engage some of  our friends from 
the Muslim community and are invited into a 
conversation exploring Muslim culture and faith 
and how the Christian community can engage our 
Muslim neighbours in healthy ways.
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The best way to find yourself is 
to lose yourself in the service of 

others.  
– Mahatma Gandhi 

It takes all kinds of  people 
to make community happen. 
From the Sunday production, 
including sound and tech, to the 
coffee volunteers that make sure 
we’re all awake and caffeinated, 
to the people who volunteer to 
teach our kids and keep them 
safe, church is created live, every 
Sunday, by volunteers. Here 
in Calgary people serve new 
refugee immigrants, and those 
in need. Globally, we partner 
with organizations employing 
evidence-based best-practices to 
effect long term change. In fact, 
20% of  our budget is allocated to 
serve those outside the doors of  
our church. For us, finding your 
place to serve is a non-negotiable 
part of  the Jesus life.

Our Local and Global 
Development Committee has 
outlined six objectives that guide 
our approach to service. 

1. Provide easily accessible 
opportunities for our community 
to experience poverty face-to-face. 
2. Develop a narrative that helps 
people move from charity to 
justice as a framework for what 
we do. 
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3. Partner with best in class organizations that bring 
experience and expertise we can’t. 
4. Work with small to medium sized organizations we 
can develop two-way relationships with. 
5. Pioneer new projects with clear objectives and 
meaningful measurables. 
6. Commit ourselves to the long term in each area we 
invest. 

Volunteer at Church

As a community, we are drawn to service—to living 
out our commission to be the hands and feet of  
Jesus. Recognizing the importance of  both giving 
and receiving, we pour back into our community the 
gifts we have received from God. And through this 
intermingling of  disparate gifts, we see a beautiful 
portrait of  the body of  Christ. Your participation as 
a volunteer makes this place possible. 

Especially as we continue to grow and add services 
we are always helping new volunteers find their place 
to serve at Commons. And besides, volunteering is 
one of  the best ways to make new friends. There’s a 
place for you.
email volunteer@commons.church

Get Involved Locally
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There is a lot of  good happening here in Calgary. 
That’s why we want to work to facilitate connections 
between community volunteers with worthy non-
profit organizations in the city. Our intent is to 
partner in ways that lead to long term, measurable 
and sustainable social good. Below are just a few of  
the ways you can get involved. 

Refugee Response
We have recently sponsored our first refugee family. 
A family of  7 from Syria have fled the fighting in 
their home and we are helping them establish a new 
life here in Calgary. From living expenses, to medical 
appointments, taxes, and tutors our community is 
committed to making sure several refugee families 
transition well to their new life in Canada.

Habitat For Humanity
Commons has engaged a new interfaith project with 
Habitat for Humanity where we are part of  bringing 
together various faith communities in Calgary to 
work towards providing attainable housing for 
working families in need. 

Drop-In Centre
We send a team to serve dinner once a month. At the 
DI the needs of  people who are homeless or at risk 
are met in a respectful, comprehensive and safe way.
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The Mustard Seed
Once a month we send a team to serve at the Seed 
where adults experiencing poverty and homelessness 
have their basic needs met and are supported toward 
sustainable life change and integration into the 
broader community.

Inn From The Cold
We send a team to serve breakfast once a quarter. Inn 
From the Cold provides emergency shelter, support 
and programs to homeless children, their families 
and others in need, with the goal of  building healthy, 
stable families and ending homelessness.

Children’s Cottage
In partnership with the 10 Year Plan to End 
Homelessness some of  our Home Churches are 
participating in a pilot project where families exiting 
homelessness are matched with groups from the 
church for co-learning experiences focusing on things 
like household budgeting, meal planning, nutrition, 
and raising kids.

Pneuma Outdoor Ministries
With a focus on social justice and the outdoors, 
we seek to share our love of  God’s creation while 
developing relationships with clients from the 
Mustard Seed and Dream Center. 

If  you’re interested in any of  these opportunities 
email local@commons.church

Participate around the Globe

With the resources we have in the global west we 
can participate in some amazing stories but to do 
that well means moving slowly, listening first, and 
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finding the right opportunities to partner with global 
communities. We have some incredible partners who 
have taught us a lot about helping well.

Hands At Work In Africa
We have a long term commitment to the community 
of  Kalende Zambia where we currently support 
over 50 children by working with local leaders to 
provide basic health, education and food security 
to orphans and vulnerable children. The model is 
facilitated by a Community Based Organization that 
cares for children in the community. We also send 
a team to learn from local care workers every year. 
Sponsoring a child costs just $20 per month and we 
have an ongoing relationship with the children and 
community those funds reach. 

Hands is a Christian non-profit organization working 
in vulnerable communities across sub-Saharan Africa 
where HIV/AIDS, poverty and numbers of  orphans 
are highest and support structures are very low.

The next team that will travel to represent us in 
Zambia is forming now. Let us know if  you’re 
interested in more information.

International Justice Mission
We sponsor a field office in Thailand that specializes 
in the citizenship issues that face hill tribe peoples in 
that country. Access to recognized citizenship and 
identification is often one of  the greatest barriers 
stopping the poor from accessing proper legal 
protections. This legal system side of  justice work is 
essential in creating the environments where the poor 
are no longer exploited. 

IJM is a global organization protecting the poor 
from violence throughout the developing world. IJM 
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Febby
Care Worker: Zambia
Hands at Work

Eric 
Service Centre Coordinator: DRC 
Hands at Work

partners with local authorities to rescue victims of  
violence, bring criminals to justice, restore survivors, 
and strengthen justice systems.

If  you’re interested in any of  these opportunities 
email  
global@commons.church
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So much about contemporary life 
feels hectic and haphazard. Our 
spiritual life, too, can move in fits 
and starts, without seeming clear 
direction. What is needed is a 
practice for sorting out the words 
and thoughts and events that come 
our way. 

To journal is to live more mindfully, 
more aware of  God’s movements 
and promptings in our lives. 
Journalling is the practice of  
paying attention: listening, sorting, 
discerning, and remembering. 

Perhaps you will journal items you 
learn from the teaching, perhaps 
feelings or thoughts that come up 
in your heart and mind as you 
listen, perhaps notes to follow up on 
later–a book to read, a scripture to 
look up, or a question to ask during 
Home Church. In each of  these 
ways we invite you to participate in 
the shared learning experience. 

Our intent with this annual Journal 
Project is to signal a commitment 
to learning. In addition to the 
Christian Calendar we have 
planned a schedule that includes 
focus on both Old (Leviticus) and 
New Testaments (Romans), on 
contemporary topics (Anxiety) and 
the words of  Jesus (Sermon by the 
Sea). 

In this way we affirm the centrality 
of  God’s word by ensuring a well 
rounded diet of  scripture.

JO
U

R
N

A
L

yo
ur

 r
ef

le
ct

io
n

s
JO

U
R

N
A

L
yo

ur
 r

ef
le

ct
io

n
s



41



42

Year Three

September always feels like a new 
start. School is back in session, 
the pause of  summer vacations 
have come to an end, and there 
is renewed focus on moving 
forward. It’s no different for us 
at Commons. And so every year 
we like to start September with a 
reflection on the central concepts 
that guide our community. This 
year we’ll take the letter of  1st 
John as our guide and walk 
through those three key values 
that shape Commons.

Intellectually honest.
Spiritually passionate.
With Jesus at the centre.
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Leviticus

Be honest, when was the last time 
you looked forward to hearing about 
Leviticus? In fact, be really honest, 
when was the last time you cringed 
when someone quoted this book out 
of  context? It’s true much of  this 
book is anachronistic. At the same 
time it is part of  the foundational 
scripture (Torah) from which all 
Judaism and indeed Christianity 
flows. And as such, we owe it to 
ourselves to understand what was 
happening then, so that we might 
better understand what God is doing 
now. Let’s make Leviticus interesting. 
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Advent

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning.

John 1:1–2 NIV11

Every year we rehearse the 
Christmas story. The baby and 
manger and sheep and the goats 
and it’s meaningful every time 
we do. And yet, as John reminds 
us in the opening of  his gospel, 
there was a beginning before the 
beginning. A Jesus whose story 
runs throughout the entire story 
of  creation. This year as we 
prepare for Christmas we want 
to read back Before Beginning 
to remember the stories of  Jesus 
before the manager. 
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Ashes

In the Hebrew Scriptures ashes 
were used as a sign of  grief  or 
mourning. There are many forms 
of  grief  that we experience in 
our lives. Confusion or despair, 
lament or pain, loss or even death 
come crashing into our lives. Yet, 
one of  the deepest experiences 
of  grief  we can have is the act of  
forgiveness.

It’s not easy to forgive. It’s not 
light to let go. In fact, it means 
taking that pain that has been 
inflicted upon us and holding it so 
tightly that we refuse to let it lash 
out at anyone else. In this series 
we return to the topic of  grief, 
and in particular the experience 
of  forgiveness. How can Jesus 
lead us to let go of  hurt?
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Thes v. Thes

There are two letters to the city 
of  Thessalonica in our Bibles. 
Both are traditionally held to be 
written by the apostle Paul and 
yet some scholars have questioned 
that because of  the apparent 
contradictions in the content. 
One letter seems to encourage 
its readers to prepare for the 
imminent return of  Christ. The 
second letter seems to be putting 
the breaks on and reminding 
the readers that they will still 
have to engage in culture, keep 
their jobs, and pay their bills. 
But is this really a contradiction? 
Or perhaps part of  an ongoing 
struggle to find balance in our 
faith. Let’s explore together how 
Paul addresses this community, 
watches as they respond, and 
pastors them toward a healthy 
balance.
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Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday is the traditional beginning of  Lent, 
the six week season which precedes Easter. For 
generations now, Christians have sought to deepen 
their connection to Christ’s death and resurrection by 
journeying through a season of  preparation. We give 
something up–we create space and lack–in order to 
participate fully in the moment of  resurrection.
We believe this is a wise and enriching practice and 
we want to help you get the most out of  it.

We invite you to a 45 minute event marking the 
beginning of  the Lenten journey to Easter. Expect a 
moment of  worship and prayer, a brief  teaching on 
the meaning of  this season and an opportunity to be 
marked with ashes as a symbol of  mortality, but also 
our hope in Christ’s Easter triumph.

Wednesday March 1, 7PM. This is a family event 
and so everyone is welcome.

Notes:
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Sermon by the Sea

Most of  us know the Sermon on 
the Mount. The foundational 
sermon Jesus gives as he launches 
his public career. It’s a masterful 
invitation into the life of  God. 
Most of  us are less familiar with 
the Sermon by the Sea. An 
enigmatic sermon Jesus gives later 
in life as he is preparing to head 
toward the cross.

If  the sermon on the mount 
presents us with the common 
sense life of  God and the practical 
steps we can take to experience it, 
the sermon by the sea presents us 
with the strange and paradoxical 
imagination of  the upside down 
kingdom. A kingdom where Jesus’ 
death is his crowning glory, and to 
give away everything becomes the 
means to receiving what we have 
always truly, deeply wanted. As 
we prepare ourselves for Easter, 
we explore the sermon of  Jesus 
that perhaps most directly pointed 
to the surprise of  Holy Week. 
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Palm Sunday

This is the centre, the hinge-point of  the Christian 
faith. This is the moment we stop and watch, 
realizing that what we witness is on our behalf, for 
our life and hope and future. 

Every year we realize that we need to tell and hear 
the story once more. Every year we find ourselves 
surprised by it, overwhelmed, and yet comforted in a 
way that’s hard to explain. Every year we are drawn 
back to humble worship, and the pledge of  renewed 
commitment. 

We invite you to take time to embrace the story: 

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, April 9 as we 
celebrate Jesus’ enterance into Jerusalem. 

On the following Tuesday and Wednesday (April 11 
and 12), we invite you to experience the Stations of  
the Cross, a rehearsal of  the last hours of  Jesus’ life. 
A specially prepared booklet will guide you through 
the stations and the church will be open from 9am to 
9pm for you to come, reflect on the season and pray 
as we move toward Resurrection. 
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Good Friday

Join us to remember Good Friday on April 14. We 
will have two services at 9AM and 1030AM.

The religious leaders derided Him, saying, “He saved 
others; let Him save Himself  if  He is the Christ, the 
chosen of  God” (Luke 23:35). 

The Roman soldiers joined in with the taunt, “If  
You are the King of  the Jews, save Yourself ” (Luke 
23:36). 

One of  the criminals hanging beside Him pressed 
the message upon Him, “If  You are the Christ, save 
Yourself  and us” (Luke 23:39). 

Everything about the cross event was bent to the task 
of  pressuring Jesus toward self-preservation. The 
core essence of  God’s character was under siege. 
The pivotal question of  the ages hung before men 
and angels, Who is the Ruler of  the universe? What 
is He really made of  at heart? Will His love prove 
itself  a sham under pressure, or will He plunge to the 
deepest depths of  total self-sacrifice for others? 

He could have saved Himself  and abandoned us to 
our selfishness and hate. But He simply, profoundly, 
chose not to.
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Easter

Without equivocation or hesitation I fully and completely admit 
that I deny the resurrection of  Christ. This is something that 
anyone who knows me could tell you, and I am not afraid to 
say it publicly, no matter what some people may think.

I deny the resurrection of  Christ every time I do not serve at the 
feet of  the oppressed, each day that I turn my back on the poor; 
I deny the resurrection of  Christ when I close my ears to the 
cries of  the downtrodden and lend my support to an unjust and 
corrupt system.

However there are moments when I affirm that resurrection, 
few and far between as they are. I affirm it when I stand up 
for those who are forced to live on their knees, when I speak for 
those who have had their tongues torn out, when I cry for those 
who have no more tears left to shed.

 –Peter Rollins

The Christian faith is an Easter faith. That means it 
is ultimately a joyous and hopeful view of  the world. 
Christ has triumphed over the enemies of  life. Death, 
sin, and despair have been given an expiry date. 
Love, hope, and mercy have fully guaranteed futures.

But this Easter faith we participate in, does not come 
cheaply or without challenge. There is a pathway to 
joy that must be taken seriously. Let us endeavour to 
truly follow the way of  Jesus this Easter with grace 
and peace.
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Vision

vi-sion (noun): sight; the 
anticipation of  what will come to 
be; a vivid, imaginative concept

Each year at this time we talk 
about our common vision. Each 
year we take time to look a little 
ahead of  ourselves, project where 
our path might lead us, make 
adjustments if  necessary, and re-
orient ourselves to our true north. 

This is the chance to share what 
is on our minds and hearts, 
what it is we can do and be for 
our friends and families, for our 
communities and work places, 
for Calgary and our world. This 
is a day to find alignment as a 
community around some of  our 
most exciting possibilities. And 
there is a lot on the horizon.
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Romans Pt. 2

What is the “good news” of  
Jesus Christ? Why do people 
need to hear it? How can they 
experience it? What will it mean 
for their future? And what does 
the good news have to do with 
everyday life? These large and 
basic questions form Paul’s agenda 
in Romans—an agenda dictated 
by a combination of  audiences, 
circumstances and purposes. 

Last year we started into the 
book of  Romans and worked our 
way–verse by verse–through the 
opening two chapters. This year, 
we pick up where we left off and 
keep moving forward.

As Luther said: 

[Romans] is worthy not only 
that every Christian should know 

it word for word, by heart, but 
occupy himself with it every day, 
as the daily bread of the soul. It 
can never be read or pondered 

too much, and the more it is 
dealt with the more precious 
it becomes, and the better it 

tastes. 
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Anxiety

The most common Biblical 
command is “do not be afraid”. 
Search your Bible and you will 
find it repeated dozens of  times. It 
began when God told Abraham, 
the first man of  faith, not to be 
afraid (Genesis 15:1). And actually, 
the command could be translated, 
“stop being afraid!” In other 
words, Abraham was told to stop 
fearing as a way of  life.

And that is the issue, isn’t it. The 
lingering fears, the constant low-
level dread. While momentary 
fears can come and go, if  there is 
something we are all too familiar 
with, it’s the anxious life as a way 
of  being. Anxiety is a kind of  low-
grade fear, the constant gnawing 
of  uncertainty, the constant dread 
that doesn’t go away. Anxiety can 
stay with us.

Jesus had something to say about 
this very practical area of  our 
existence, painting a picture 
about how anxiety happens, 
and how the un-anxious life is 
actually possible. In his famous 
temptations Jesus faces head-on 
three of  our most powerful latent 
anxieties: security, esteem, and 
control. Let’s face them as well. 
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David

Arrogant, selfish, adulterer, 
murderer, liar, man of  God. 
David is one of  the most 
fascinating characters in all 
Hebrew scripture partly because 
of  his incredible life story but 
also because of  the fantastic 
paradox he seems to represent 
in all of  us. We lie, we cheat, we 
break each other’s hearts, and 
yet we are called beloved by our 
creator. What is it about a heart 
soft enough to return to God 
that melts his heart and opens his 
forgiving embrace to us? Perhaps 
David can help us understand 
this most gracious mystery.
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I may revoke my authorization at any time, subject to providing notice of 14 days. To obtain a sample
cancellation form, or for more information on my right to cancel a PAD Agreement I may contact my
financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca

You may also simply contact KENSINGTON COMMONS CHURCH to cancel a pre-authorized donation

KENSINGTON COMMONS CHURCH
2404 Kensington Road NW 
Calgary AB T2N 3S1
877.360.0365
donate@commons.church

I have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. For example, I have the
right to receive reimbursement for any debit that is not authorized or is not consistent with the PAD
agreement. To obtain more information on my recourse rights, I ma contact my financial institution or
visit www.cdnpay.ca

Please drop this form off at the church anytime or email the completed form to
donate@commons.church

All of our funding comes through donors like you.

Thank you for your support.  

CONTRIBUTION ENROLMENT FORM 
As a church we are funded entirely through the donations of the community. Thanks for your support.
Forms can be dropped in the donation boxes provided at the church or emailed to donate@commons.church

I/We:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

name(s)/company:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

address:……………………………………………………………………………………………….……

city:…………..………………………… prov:………..……. postal code:………………….…………..

email:………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

phone:…………………………………………………………………………………..………………….

 AUTHORIZE: Kensington Commons Church

1. TO DEBIT MY/OUR ACCOUNT (DIRECT DEBIT)

account number:…………………………………………………………….……………………………

institution number (3 digits):…………………………………………………………………………….

transit number (5 digits):…………………………………………………………………………………

2. TO CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD (CREDIT CARD PAYMENT)

card number:………………………………………………………………………………………………

Visa MASTER CARD    

expiry date (mm/yy): …………………/…………………

FOR THE PUPOSE OF PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING IN THE AMOUNT OF:

amount:……………………………… beginning (dd/mm/yy):…………../……………./………….

payable:    weekly          semi-monthly  monthly

I/We understand the service selected and authorize Kensington Commons Church to process my/our contributions. 

SIGNATURE:…………………………………………………………………………….. DATE:……………………….……..

SIGNATURE*:……………………………………………………………………………. DATE:……………………….……..

*all parties must sign if more than one signature is required on cheques issued against the account.

Please add an additional $20/month to my donation to support a child through Hands at Work in Africa
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