
SYNOPSIS
 
This week we talked about how Jesus’ entire sermon in 
Matthew 13 is a series of stories designed to draw out new 
possibilities in our imagination of God’s kingdom. This week 
we concluded with the parable of the net. This is a parable 
that starts with kingdom and ends with judgement and so we 
need to wrestle with that.  
This is a very specific type of net that Jesus is talking about 
and so this is probably some indication that the specific 
nature and use of this net is a relevant part of Jesus story. 
And it is interesting… because the kingdom of God is not like 
a net used to scoop up a fish, it’s not like throw-net that is 
cast to catch a specific school of fish - the kingdom is like a 
dragnet that scoops up everything. 
The default posture of the kingdom of God is to gather up 
everything that gets in its way. Part of what we get from this 
parable is a sense that kingdom will be far more a mixed bag 
than we probably imagine… one of the fascinating parts of 
the story is that it isn’t about fish at all. In fact nowhere in this 
story are fish ever mentioned. Now it’s quite clear this is a 
story about fishing, but when the net is lowered in the water 
Jesus simply says it catches “all kinds”… and then when he 
talks about dividing the spoils he simply says the good goes 
in the basket and the bad was thrown back.  
And if that’s the case, if this story is about more than fish and 
this kingdom more than souls, if it really is about the re-
ordering of everything - then perhaps this image of 
judgement Jesus lands on has more depth to it as well…

DISCUSSION  
 
- Read Matthew 13:47-52

1. What of the parables in the Sermon by the Sea series 
spoke to you the most? The parable of the soil/seeds, weeds 
and wheat, mustard seed and bread, treasure and pearl, or 
the net? 

2. What do you think you would have said, or how would you 
like to respond, to Jesus' question "do you understand"? 

3. How comfortable are you with the mystery of God? 

4. What did you think about the angle on the harder verses in 
this text regarding angels separating the good from the bad 
and it not meaning merely separating good people from bad 
people? Had you thought of this text or heard it taught 
differently?

5. Do you have a character trait/behaviour/sin that you are 
ready for God to remove and throw in the furnace? Is there 
one that may be hard for you to let go of? 

6. How has this series and the Lent season helped you 
prepare you for Easter? 
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FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. Thanks so 
much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, 
Home Church Leaders!       
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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